environmental issues, including cumulative risk, community risk, systems biological approaches to hazard identification, exposure science, source-to-effect modeling, and approaches to evaluate the effectiveness of regulatory decisions. EHP also has a long history of publishing toxicologic studies. Looking forward, multidisciplinary research papers elucidating modes of action or critical steps in biologic pathways that result in toxicity would be consistent with this tradition. Another emerging trend in environmental health science is the reevaluation of the default process to evaluate human health risk after exposure to environmental agents. Approaches involving analysis of uncertainty in risk assessment and the application of alternative risk assessment models need to be aired in a public forum.
Also important to the success of the journal will be its emphasis on outreach to developing countries and to young people interested in a career in environmental health science. Finally, it is clear that EHP's continued success will depend on the innovative application of the Internet to facilitate communication of science news and results to diverse audiences.
I believe that adhering to the principles of independence, transparency, balance, and recognition of emerging themes-in conjunction with a timely and efficient review process-will lead to a wider audience for the journal and an enhanced impact on the field. I look forward to working with the talented and committed staff at EHP to ensure the reality of this vision.
